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CASTLE OF nyt gether 


aad Ethgcere 


pes was a forerets of the higheft antiquity, and, from 
the name, appears to have been alfo.a place of religious 
worfhip *. 

It had been ereéted to defend, or over-awe, the 
country of the Garioch in Aberdeenfhire, and was im- 
memorially in the Crown. 

It was held by Prince Dayid, brother of Malcolm IV. 
and William the Lyon, Kings of Scots. Prince Dae 
vid’s fecond daugliter, Ifabella, brought it in dower to 
her hufband Robert Brus, Lerd of Annandale, and his 
great grandfon King Robert [ gave it to- his fitter 
Chriftian, the wife of Gratney Earl of Mart, from whom 
{prung the rdyal -houfe of Stuart; and it came after- 
ward, by a preferable propinquity,)to the houfe of Ere 
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fkine, though the Stuarts long detained it unjuftly, on 
the pretence of a better right, founded on the error 
that gave the crown to Bruce before Baliol. 

When Edward I. of England, anno 1306, over-ran 
Scotland, before Robert Bruce was firmly feated on 
his throne, that adventrous prince was forced to leave 
Badenoch, and hide himfelf for a time in the Weftern 
ifles.—On that occafion he fent his wife and daughter, 
with their attendants, to Kildrummie, as to a place of 
fafety ; but on hearing that a powerful army was ap- 
proaching to befiege that place they left it, and took 
refuge in the fanctuary of St Duthac, at Tain in Rofs- 
fhire, where they were betrayed by the Earl of Rofs, 
who violated that fan€tuary, and delivered them up to 
Edward of England, who kept them in clofe confine- 
ment many years. Among thefe prifoners was the in- 
trepid Countefs of Buchan, who had placed the crown 
upon Robert’s head at Scoone, which difpleafed the 
King of England fo much that he ordered her to be 
confined, in a cage, under the ftricteft guard, in the 
caftle of Berwick. 

Soon after the queen and. her unfortunate attendants 
left Kildrummie that caftle was clofely befieged by an 
Englifh army, under the command of the Earls of Lap- 
cafter and Hereford, which was defended with great 
valour by Nigel, the young brother of King Robert.— 
But the magazine having been treacheroufly burnt by 
one named Oiburn, the garrifon were forced, from 
want of provifions, to furrender at difcretion: and 
young Nigel, whofe comelinefs of perfon is men 
tioned by hiltorians, was tried and condemned to be 
hanged, and afterwards beheaded : the punifhment, in 
thofe days, of thofe who were accounted guilty of trea- 
fon. 

“It was, (fays the learned and worthy writer of 
Lady Sutherland’s Memorial on her cafe of Peerage,) 
the great aim of the fagacious, but too precipitate po- 
Rey ~° James I. King of Scots, to unite the ancient 
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Earldoms to the Crown, and thus to fap the founda- 
tions of a formidable and hated ariftocracy. What pro- 
grefs he made, and how he perifhed in the attempt, is 
known from hiftory*.” 

James ufed to joke with the Queen on this fubje&, 
and fay, ** My fweetheart, I hope the time will come 
when I may fee you go to bed with all the nobility of 
Scotland !” 

A brave projeét for a patriot prince, and worthy of 
a more fortunate ifflue! 4 rich and powerful nobility 
muft deftroy the liberties of any people among whom they are 
fuffered to domineer. 

The Caftle of Kildrummie, with the Earldom of 
Marr, was for fome time pofleffled by Ifabella Douglas, 
in right of her mother Margaret of Marr, who was the 
wife of the farft Earl of Douglas. 

This lady was forcibly married by Alexander Stuart, 
natural fon of the earl of Buchan, who cafting his eye 
on fo defireable an heirefs, ftormed the caftle of Kil- 
drummie in the year 1404, and whether altogether by 
violence or not, obtained herin lawful wedlock ; and 
on the 12th of Auguft, fhe granted to him her earl- 
dom of Marr, and lordfhip of Garioch. 

The form of procedure in this tranfaction, as def- 
cribed by the memorialift for Sutherland, is ftrongly 
charatteriftic of the times. On the 1gth of Septem- 
ber Alexander prefented himfelf at the Caftle of Kil- 
drummie, and furrendered to the Countefs not only 
the caftle but all its furniture, and the title-deeds 
therein kept; in teftimony of this, he delivered the 
keys into her hands, “ freely, and with good heart, 
for her to difpofe of them as the pleafed. ‘The Coun- 
tefs, holding the keys in her hands, of mature advice, 
chofe the faid Alexander for her hufband; and, in 
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free marriage, gave to him the caftle, with its perti- 
nents ; the earldom of Marr, &c. to the heirs of the 
marriage, which failing, to the faid lady and her law- 
ful heirs.” This countefs died, without iffue, before 
her hufband, and thereupon the right of fucceflion 
devolved to Robert Lord Erfkine, as the heir general 
of Gratney, the eleventh Earl of Marr from Mur- 
doch, who had that domain and office confirmed to 
him by Malcolm Canmore. 

Before the Earls of Marr acquired the caftle of 
Kildrummie they generally refided in the caftle of 
Marr, now Caftleton of Marr, in Aberdeenfhire. 

This, together with the other titles and territories of 
the family, were forefeited in the perfon of John Erf- 
kin earl of Marr, in confequence of his rebellion 1715 ; 
the chief houfe of Erfkine burying itfelf [as it were] 
under the ruins of that houfe which it had raifed to 
the throne, cherifhed through all its fucceflions, edu- 
cated its princes, and promoted its glory both in the 
cabinet and in the field. 

The clevereft man of the greateft people in the 
world has made a moral remark on the cataftrophe of 
the Stuarts, which deferves to be contemplated. 


“ Que les hommes privez qui fe croyent malheureux jettent les 
yieux fur ces princes ct fur leur anceres!”’ 


This any | caftle was inhabited about forty years 


ago. Since the year 1715 it has been allowed to fall 
to ruin ; and, for feveral years paft, it has been pulled 
down by the peafants in the neighbourhood, for the 
fake of the lime they obtain from the rubbifh, 
which they make ufe of as a manure. From this caufe, 
this beautiful fabric, which might have ftood for many 
ages a ftriking monument of the tafte of our forefa- 
thers, and their ftile of architecture, wilt foon be en- 
tirely deftroyed. ‘The view of it, that is here given, 
was taken feveral years ago. At prefent, I have been 
affured by a gentleman of veracity, who lives very near 
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the fpot, that very little of it remains; and in half 4 
century perhaps tradition alone will mark the place 
whereon it itood. 


The Chimera, or, a Tale of a Looking-Glafs. 


Monftrum horendum, informe, ingens. 
“ A moniter ftupenduous, deformed, and immenfe.’’ 


"Tne gentle reader need not entertain the leaft doubt 
of the anthenticity of the following wonderful ftory; 
for, upon perufual, he will find nothing contained 
therein but what daily experience proves to be but 
too 7frue. 

There was a certain village in the land of Gotham, 
the inhabitants of which were very ugly, very ig- 
norant, and very proud; who looked upon the reft of 
their fellow creatures as beings of an inferior nature, 
each deeming himfelf fomething more, and all the reft 
of the fpecies fomething lefs than human. This peo- 
ple, among their other defects, had one peculiarity in 
the organs of vifion, which prevented them from feeing 
any object diftin@tly when they looked downward upon 
it. ‘Their village too was governed by laws peculiar 
to itfelf, and one, in particular, for which, no doubt, 
there were very fubftantial reafons, though we have 
never been able to difcover them, by which it was en- 
acted, that no inhabitant of the faid village fhould, on 
pain of perpetual banifhment, either purchafe, receive, 
or hold in their poffeffion a looking-glafs, mirror, 
or any piece of polifhed metal, or earthen ware what- 
ever. ‘This law was fo religioufly obferved that the 
very word /ooking-glafs was at length quite forgot and 
unknown. 

Now it came to pafs, in procefs of time, that a cer- 
tain great nobleman came to fettle in the neighbour- 
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hood, and hearing of this law, he was determined to 
indulge a vein of pleafantry, at the expence of the 
filly inhabitants. For this purpofe, he ordered a large 
room to be furnifhed with immenfe mirrors, reaching 
from the ceiling to the floor, fo that the walls being 
entirely concealed, it had the appearance of four dif- 
ferent rooms. A card was then circulated in the vil- 
lage, inviting a chofen number of the inhabitants, who 
were moft confpicuous for their horrible deformity, 
and ftill more horrible affectation, to fup with his 
lordfhip at his own houfe, the next evening, where 
they fhould be entertained with the fight of a monfter, 
the moft frightful and hideous that ever fable feigned, 
or fear conceived. At the time appointed the guefts 
met with far more devotion and punctuality than ever 
they had attended a charity fermon; and after they 
had loaded their bellies with beef, and lightened their 
heads with punch, up ftarted parfonSguintum, whofe own 
vifage was as grim as any moniter need be: My Lord, 
faid he, I think it will be moft expedient for me to fee 
this monfter fr, that I may difcover whether it is not 
the devil, who has probably affumed a corporeal vehicle 
to frighten the tender lambs of my flock, who fthould 
have the fear of God before their eyes, and not the fear 
of the devil. 

His Lordfhip rofe, and conduéting the parfon up 
one flight of ftairs to the door, left him, and returned 
to the company. Sguintum, who had read Agrippa 
on occult philofophy, firft repeated certain myfterious 
words, which had more virtwe in them than was to be 
found in all the parifh befides, and then folemnly put 
forth his hand and opened the door ; but was fo terri- 
fied, (for his reverence faw manifold) with the hoft of 
chimeras that glared before his eyes, though only fo 
many reflections of his own horrid image in the glals, 
that without ftaying to fhut the door, he came thun- 


dering down ftairs, averting, by all the powers of light 
and darknefs, that he had feen a legion of devils, in 
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ten thoufand hideous fhapes, and one in particular like 
a camel with the head of an elephant, and a probofcis, 
probably meaning his own, at leaft fix yards long; 
protefting he had plainly diftinguifhed Appolyon, Bel- 
zebub, Belial, and Mammon, the demons of murder, 
pride, luft, and covetoufnefs. 

Z——ds, cried fquire Gutling, a parfon, and afraid 
of the devil! He fpake, and rifing, fhowed a huge 
round belly, which very much refembled what it really 
was, an immenfe hogfhead of /iguor, and having 
gravely ftroked it, reeled, half drunk, towards the foot 
of the ftair-cafe, which, after many a weary puff, 
heavy groan, and hearty curfe, he had almoft afcended, 
when, the door being open, he was fo fuddenly fcared 
by the fight of a moft hideous monfter indeed, which 
feemed to rife, as he rofe, in the glafs, before him, 
that without any more ado he took the fhorteft way 
down ftairs, to the great peril of his enormous paunch, 
which before was ready to burft with punch and pud- 
ding, and now came with fuch a vengeance on the 
floor, that he lay groaning and fobing moft lamentably, 
whilft the big drops of fweat ran from every pore of 
his face, like water down a pane of glafs during a 
thunder fhower. My Lord, at length, coming to his 
afliftance, the creft-fallen fquire grafped and held him 
by the legs, imploring him to order the fervants to 
thut the door of Hell, or the montfter would certainly 
overtake and devour him in a few moments. Being 
affured that it was chained, and could not break loofe, he 
confented to let the fervants heave his battered bones 
from the ground, and reconduét him to his feat, which 
he had no fooner gained, than he burft into a fit of 
d —g, {wearing the parfon was a curfed liar, as 
he had always thought him; for there was but one 
devil, and enough too, added he, for juft as I reach- 
ed the door, he rofe in the form of a prodigious toad, 
as high as a fteeple, for he ftood on his hinder legs, 
and carried a tremenduous paunch before him, {wollen 
with »oifon, to the fize of a hay ftack.” 
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T’li do for him and all the devils in hell, that I will, 
cried Brag, a roaring bully, with a mouth as wide as 
acannon, and a tongue almoft as loud, who, becaufe 
one of his anceftors, as was reported, had been the 
greateft warrior of his age, fancied himfelf one too, 
and left the vulgar, whofe eyes are feldom very dif- 
cerning, fhould miftake him for a coward, he always 
wore a fcarlet coat, cocked hat, and rufty fword, un- 
deniable figns of courage; fgns indeed! though no 
more the reality than the fign of St. George and the 
dragon is the real knight and individual dragon them- 
felves. 

That I will, repeated Brag, with a frown; at 
the.fame time, with all his might, attempting to draw 
his fword from its feabbard, to which it was fo firmly 
attached, having {nugly flept in its embraces for half 
a century at leaft, that finding it was utterly impoflible 
to difengage it, he grafped it, fheathed as it was, and 
brandifhing it, to the no fmall terror of all prefent, 
with ftately tread he ftalked towards the ftair, marfhal- 
ling all his heorifm, and intrepidity in his countenance; 
which, to give the devil his due, wastruly brazen; but 
unluckily, leaving his tender heart unguarded, it began 
to bounce about in his bofom, like a wild cat confined in 
an iron cage, and to his great chagrin he fé/?, nay even 
eard it beat quicker and fhorter every ftep he took to- 
wards the fatal door ; but the very moment our unfor- 
tunate hero beheld that moft monitrous,.of montters, 
felf, confeffed in all his terrors before his fae®y,it made 
fuch a fudden revulfion in his entrails, that*every 
nofe in the houfe was almoft inftantly made as fen- 
fible as himfeif of his fhameful difgrace. The fer- 
vants in waiting immediately haftened to his aflifte 
ance, and found the champion in a fituation that di« 
verted their fight as much ag it offended another fenfe. 
His eyes, which feemed burfting from his head, were 
fixed on his own frightful phiz reflected in the glafs, 
his mouth wide open, and his tongue darted out like a 
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ferpent's ftirig, his left hand clinched on his breaft, and 
in his right he held the fword and fcabbard, raifed far 
above his head, in a moft formidable manner, and his 
legs ftriding moft dreadfully indeed. In this pofture, 
he ftood like a ftatue, petrified with fear, and it was 
not without the greateft difficulty the fervants could 
prevail on him to gather as much courage as to face 
about and come down ftairs to his companions, whofe 
laughter, on the occafion, was only equalled by their 
fear. 
Next rofe a ghaftly chymift, fix feet and an half 
high, who meafured, from his head to the waift-band 
of his breeches, one foot eleven inches (the read- 
er miay guefs the length of his fhanks,) he, not at all 
daunted by the ill fuccefs of his brethren, bravely re- 
folved to face it himfelf. "With two ftrides he reached 
the foot of the ftair-cafe, with two more he was at the 
top; but being in much greater hafte to return, fome 
authors confidently affert that he took but ove ftride 
back, whilft others as confidently maintain that he 
made two, one down ftairs, the other.to his chair, 
where, as foon as. he had feated himfelf, he depofed, 
upon oath, that he had feen fatan himfelf, either in the 
fhape of a maypole fplit three-fourths of the way up- 
wards, to make a pair of legs, or elfe an immenfe 
pair of tongs, but which, he could not pofitively de- 
termine, as he had made the beft of his way back again, 
as foon as the devil appeared. 

Next rofe a mathamatician, formed according to the 
ftricteft rules, not of natural, but geometrice/ proportion. 
His head was a globe, his nofe bore fome refemblance 
to a quadrant; his chin and mouth formed a triangle, 
his body.an oblong fquare, and his legs two cylinders. 
He meafuring his pace, with the nice{t exactnefs, con- 
trived to advance a foot every itep, by which means he 
reached the fummit of the ttair-cafe in fomething lefs 
than half an hour; where, inftead of being cerrified, as 
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the reft had been before him, he ftood half an hour 
more, calculating the dimenfions of the grotefque 
figure before him ; which having done, he very gravely 
began to defcend, and, after an abfence of more than 
an hour, at length reached his chair, where, after 
communicating his profound obfervations, he concluded 
by obferving, that though it was the beft proportioned 
body he ever faw, yet it was at the fame time a moft 
aukward and unnatural figure. 

It would be tedious to mention all the obfervations 
and contradictory reports of thofe that went to fee the 
montter, bat all agreed that they had never conceived, 
nor could have believed that fuch a monfter exifted on 
terra firma. A lean, half-ftarved fon of Apollo, fwore 
it was a Famine, which God Almighty had fent to pu- 
nifh the impiety of our finful age, where a depraved 
tafte for roaft beef and plumb-pudding had fet every 
body’s ftomach againft Epic, and even Lyric poetry ; 
but an eminent critic coming that inftant down ftairs, 
according to cuftom, fell upon the poor poet, and con- 
tradicting every word he faid, proved to demontftra- 
tion that the monfter above was the Plague! An old 
griping mifer, whofe wea/th was only a folitary million, 
but whofe poverty was deplorable, and like his defires, 
without dounds, with a countenance the moft terrified 
and terrifying imaginable, whilft his few filver hairs 
ftood erect with fear, and his eyes, rufhing from their 
deep caves in the centre of his head, glared like two 
comets, fwore that it was fome infernal Dutch mifer, 
who had come to rob and opprefs the poor, to ravith 
the half-chewed morfel from the orphan’s mouth ; nay, 
by G—d, faid he, to rip up the bellies for what they 
had already fwallowed, and with thefe words he ran 
home to fecure his own mite. 

An honeft Hibernian, who had been dipt in the 
Shannon, and who had been long fettled in the village, 
and who would not yield the palm of ignorance to the 
worft of them, came headlong down ftairs, out of 


















que 
ely 
han 
fter 





791. THE CHIMERA. 138 


breath; Arrah! my honies, faid he, with an arch leer, 
ye’re all a parcel of lying, curfing, {wearing rafcals, 
for by my fhoul, this here devil is no more a devil than 
the devil himfelf is: Arrah, what think ye, I’ve been 
hunting him about the room this hour and more, and 
when I ran to him he ran to me,—a brazen faced 
rogue: and then ftood ftaring, and grinning, and mak- 
ing faces at me, with all the eyes, mouths, and faces in 
his head; and being an honeft man, I bluthed, and, 
behold, he blufhed too. Arrah, my jewel, I faid, fays 
I, this wont do, you muft come along with me; then, 
by St Patrick, I caught him a fcore of times, and would 
have brought him down ftairs, but the thief would not 
let me, and fo I e’en was forced to come without him. 
I have hitherto forborn to mention the opinion of 
any of the ladies prefent, all of whom, in their turns, 
went to fee the monfter; and fhall now only relate 
two.—A youthful antiquated lady, painted like a 
fign poft, with an immenfe hooped petticoat, and a 
head-drefs full as large, fo that, when the ftood, her ap- 
pearance very much refembled that of an hour-glafs ; 
after having taken only a momentary view, declared, 
that if it was not the very devil, it mult be /omething 
ele. She had fcarcely pronounced the words when a 
blooming girl of fifteen, who had been chofen pur- 
pofely to hear her opinion, came down {ftairs, and relat- 
ed, with the moft charming innocence, how the had feen 
and kiffed a fmiling angel ; for though the had afked it 
a hundred queftions, it only anfwered by looks and 
fmiles. So perfeétly lovely is natural beauty, and fo 

imperfect the art of portrait, alias, face-painting. 
Now, when every individual had feen this montftrous 
Proteus, who appeared in a different fhape to every 
{pectator, they were moft unaccountably puzzled, and 
at the fame time almoft terrified to diltraétion; how- 
ever, after along and fharp debate, what were the 
fafelt methods to be taken in fo critical a fituation, it 
was at length agreed, — contradicente, that they 
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fhould all go in a body, armed with what firft came to 
hand, and fall upon, and at once rid the world of fo 
horrible a monfter. It was in vain that my Lord re- 
monttrated, he faw and repented his folly too late ; and 
not daring to oppofe fo furious a multitude, he quietly 
fuffered them to arm themfelves with the various im- 
plements of cookery, contained in the magazines of his 
own kitchen and fcullery. Being at length completely 
armed with pokers, tongs, {pits, gridirons, fhovels, ‘s’c. 
5’. our heroes moved in firm phalanx toward the 
fcene of action; but when they had nearly arrived at 
the top of the ftairs, a queftion ftarted which had al- 
moft overthrown them without ftriking a blow. ‘The 
queftion was, Who fhould firft enter the fatal cham- 
ber? At length the above-mentioned Irifhman, with a 
huge warming-pan in his right-hand, a kettle in his 
left-hand, boldly pufhed forward, and burfting open 
the door, inftantly rufhed at his own figure, which pre- 
fented itfelf before him as he entered, and with both 
his weapons difcharging a double blow, a dreadful 
crafh followed, and an immenfe fquare mirror fell into 
ten thoufand fhivers at the feet of the conqueror, who, 
ringing his pan and kettle together in token of victory, 
{wore he had killed the monfter as dead as any man 
alive. At the word dead, the whole gang, who till 
now ftood trembling on the ftair-cafe, rufhed into the 
room.—In a moment the whole myftery was unraval- 
led ; each by feeing his companion jn the mirror, at once 
plainly perceiving that Self was the only montter, 
confounded they ftood at fame diftance from the 
conqueror,—whilft he happening to turn round faw his 
own figure again on the other fide of the room, Help, 
help, cried Paddy, he’s come to life again; what the 
plague does the monfter mean? I’ve killed you once, 
and a’nt you content? Howfomever I’ll kill you once 
more, and if you are determined to live when you are 
dead, like a good Chriftian, you may with all my heart, 
mind it’s not _my faylt, by my fhoul is’nt it: but hark 
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ye, don’t let me fee you here again; egad, if I catch 
you alive or dead, I'll tar and feather you. ‘Then again 
heaving both his handcrow weapons, the moft dreadful 
confequences followed, and the whole company fell 
upon the mirrors with one accord, in a few mi- 
nutes laid them all in univerfal ruin, and in ten thou- 
fand fragments on the floor; where they would pro- 
bably have ftamped them to duft, had not a fudden 
thought, like an eleétric fhock, {truck all prefent, each 
of whem immediately gathered as many of the broken 
pieces as he could conveniently carry, and ran home 
with them. 

And now, reader, what could this mean? Mark the 
wickednefs, the treachery, the depravity of the human 
heart. ‘Thefe mirrors, perhaps you will fay, were car- 
ried about by the owners to remind them of their own 
deformity. No fuch thing; but merely to expofe both 
friends and foes, by holding the mirror before their 
faces on every occafion, and where or whenever they 
meet them; and Hiftory fays, that fince the introduc- 
tion of looking-glaffes in this unhappy village, every in- 
dividual was perfectly acquainted with all the faults of 
all the reft of the inhabitants, but utterly ignorant of 
his own ; for, like criminals before the judge, each was 
fo afhamed of his own blafphemy againft himfelf on 
this occafion, that no one ever afterwards durft pre- 
fume to look himfelf in the face. 


Thoughts on the ec Prince Potemkin. 


HE death of prin¢e Potémkin will probably be at- 
tended with beneficial confequences to Europe. That 
active and intriguing man, had, in all human proba- 
bility, views upon the government that would have in- 
duced him to foment diffentions with one power or 
other perpetually. The grand duke of Ruflia, never 
haying been entrufted by his mother with any military 
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command, and being afraid to conciliate popular fa- 
vour, left he fhould awaken the jealoufy, and incur 
the difpleafure of the emprefs, a wide theatre was 
thus laid open to awaken the ambition of a perfon of a 
more timid character than Potemkin. The army was, 
in a great meafure, at his devotion ; his power became 
thus fo great, that his afcendancy over the emprefs, 
even was feemingly uncontroulable ; and there is every 
reafon to think that he only waited the period of her 
diffolution to declare himfelf. ‘Till that time, it was 
obvioufly his intereft that the army fhould be kept on 
foot ; and to do that, fome pretext muft have been de- 
vifed to give them employment. It was poflibly, with 
this view, that the emprefs was inftigated to fupport the 
exiled princefs or France ; or, that intrigues were car- 
ring on refpecting Poland, which would have involved 
Europe in war and bloodfhed. By the death of this 
reftlefs animal, there is reafon to hope thefe evils 
will be warded off. ‘The emprefs, now in an advanced 
age, may be expeéted to with for repofe. Her finances 
are exhaufted, and need to be repaired. ‘The grand 
duke has nothing to hope for, and much to dread 
from war; nor is there a profpect that time could be 
allowed for any other general to eftablifh his power, 
before the acceflion of that prince to the throne. The 
nobles.therefore, in general, may be expected to pay 
their court to the prince, by being forward in recom- 
mending the meafures they know will prove agreeable 
to him. Thefe are the grounds on which may be 
founded a reafonable hope of pacific meafures being 
now adopted ferioufly by the Ruffian court. 

It may appear fomewhat extraordinary for thofe who 
recollect the mean extraCtion of Potemkin to conceive 
that he could ever have indulged the hope of being 
exalted to that elevated" rank to which we have fup- 
pofed he afpired. But he had an inftance before his 
eyes, of a fimilar exaltation to fupreme power, of a 
perfon of as mean extraction, in the late duke of Cours 
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land, whofe hiftory, were it not authenticated by the 
moft indeniable documents, would be deemed too mar- 
vellous and incredible even for a romance. The parti- 
culars of it, extracted from Mr Coxe’s travels in Den- 
mark, lately publifhed, will probably prove inte- 
refting to our readers. It affords an awful leffon of 
the miferies to which mankind may be fubjected 
by the mifchievous difpofition of one human being en- 
trufted with abfolute power, and of the infufficiency 
of that power, when fo exercifed, to procure happinefs 
to him who pofleffed it. Wo be to the fpirit of defpo- 
tifm, for it corrupts the human heart, and banifhes hap- 
pinefs from among mankind! The owner fays to his 
flave, I have the power of punifhing thee, and I thall 
do it.—But he forgets, that he thus inflicts a wound 
upon himfelf that admits not of any cure. Confcious 
terrors lay hold of his foul, that never can be banifhed 
from it. 


Anecdotes of Fohn Erneft Biron, the laft Duke of Cour- 


-/. 

J oHN Ernest Biron was defcended from a family of 
mean extraction. His grandfather, whofe name was 
Buren, or Bieren, was head groom to James the third, 
duke of Courland, and obtained from his mafter the 
prefent of a fmall eftate in land. His fon accom- 
panied prince Alexander, youngeft fon of the duke of 
Courland, in a campaign into Hungary againft the 
Turks, in quality of groom of his horfe, and with the 
rank of lieutenant. Prince Alexander being killed be- 
fore Buda, in 1686, Biron returned into Courland, 
and was appointed ma(ter-hunt{man to the duke. 

Erneft John, his fecond fon, was born in 1687, re- 
ceived the early part of his education in Courland, and 
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was fent to the univerfity of Konigfberg in Praffia, 
where he continued until fome youthful imprudences 
compelled him to retire. 

In 1714, he made his appearance at St. Peterfburgh 
and folicited the place of page to the princefs Charlotte; 
wife of the tzarovich Alexey; but being contemptu+ 
oufly rejected as a perfon of mean extraction, retired 
to Mittau, and chanced to ingratiate himfelf with 
count Beftuchef, mafter of the houfhold to Anne; 
widow of Fredric William duke of Courland, who re- 
fided at Mittau. Having, through his means, obtained 
the office of gentleman of the chamber, and being of 
a handfome figure and polite addrefs, he foon gained 
the good-will of the duchefs, and became her chief fa+ 
vourite. ‘The firft ufe which he made of his favour, 
was to obtain the difgrace and removal of his benefac- 
tor Beituchef. He foon gained fuch an entire afcen- 
dency over the affeCtions of his miltrefs, that his will 
became her’s; and the upftart favourite offended by 
his arrogance, the whole body of the nobility of Cour- 
land. 

Having efpoufed mademoifelle de Trenden, a lady 
of noble family, and maid of honour to the duchefs, he 
endeavoured, by means of that alliance, and the favour 
of his miftrefs, to be admitted into the body of nobles ; 
but his folicitations were rejeCted with great contempt. 

His afcendency over the duchefs, his fpirit of in- 
trigue, and his extreme arrogarice, were fo notorious, 
that when Anne was declared fovereign of Ruflia, one 
of the articles propofed to her by the council of {tate at 
Mofcow, exprefsly ftipulated, that the fhould not bring 
Biron into Rufha. She confented, but inftantly broke 
her word; for fhe had fcarcely arrived at Mofcow, 
before he made his appearance at her court. 

By his fecret advice, the emprefs formed a ftrong 
party among the Ruffian nobility, gained the guards, 
and brought about the revolution, which reftored t¢ 


the crown defpotic authority. 
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Within the fpace of a few months, Biron was ap- 
pointed gentleman of the bed-chamber, knight of the 
order of St. Andrew, and lord high chamberlain, and, 
as Manftein fays, was omnipotent in the government 
for, during the whole reign of Anne, and fome weeks 
after her death, he ruled, with defpotic fway, the 
vaft empire of Rufha. 

On the death of Ferdinand Ketler, in 1737, the 
emprefs difpatched general Bifmarck, governor of Riga, 
to Mittau, at the head of a confiderable army. - The 
nobles having aflembled in the cathedral, Bifmarck fur- 
rounded the church with troops, and compelled them 
to eleét, for their fovereign, the fame Biron whom 
they had refufed to admit into their corps. But his 
new dignity did not prevent him from keeping his poft 
of high chamberlain, and his wife that of firlt lady of 
the bed-chamber. 

Biron governed Courland with the fame defpotic 
fpirit with which he governed Rufhia; and the nobles 
who had been accuftomed to great freedom of debate 
in their diets, were fuddenly reftrained. Thofe who 
ventured to oppofe his will, or to fpeak with their 
ufual freedom, were privately feized by perfonsin makks, 
forced into kibitkas, and conveyed to Sibetia. 

Of a violent and fanguinary temper, Biron ruled 
Ruffia with the knout in his hand, and compelled his 
imperial miftrefs, who was naturally of a mild and 
merciful difpofition, to order acts 6f the moft atrocious 
cruelty, though fhe oftentimes interceded, but in vain, 
with tears in her cyes, for the unhappy victims of his 
fufpicion and vengeance. 

The cruelties excrcifed upon the moft illuftrions 
perfons of the country, almoft exceed belief; and 
Manftein conjectures, that ‘ during the ten years in 
which Biron’s power continued, above 20,000 perfons 
were fent to Siberia, of whom fearcely 5,000 were 
ever more heard of.” 

Vor. VI. S 
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The violence of his temper would break forth in a 
manner moft difrefpe€tful to the emprefs. Once in 
particular, while the duke of Bevern had an audience, 
Biron burft into the apartment, without ceremony, 
threatening with the moft horrid imprecations, that he 
would no longer be vexed and tormented by her fer- 
vants, but would retire into Courland. Having uttered 
thefe words, he quitted the room and fhut the 
door with great violence. ‘The emprefs, in the 
higheft confternation, lifted up her hands to heaven, 
then clafped them together, and being almoft 
ready to faint, fhe opened the window for frefh air. 
While fhe continued in this agitation, the duchefs of 
Courland, accompanied with her children, entered 
the room, kneeled down, and entreated the emprefs to 
forget and forgive the paflionate behaviour of her huf- 
band. Anne in this, as in every other inftance, re- 
lented, and bore with his infolence. 

His influence over his imperial miftrefs was fuch, 
that during the fitting of the cabinet council, fhe ufed 
frequently to repair to an adjoining room, in which 
her favourite remained, to receive his advice, or rather 
his orders. She had no table of her own, but ufed to 
dine with his family. 

He knew only two languages, the German, and 
his native jargon fpoken in Courland; fo that he go- 
verned the extenfive empire of Ruflia without even un- 
derftanding its language. He even piqued himfelf on his 
ignorance of that tongue, having once faid, in the pre- 
fence of the emprefs Anne, that he would not learn 
the Rufhian, becaufe he could not bear to read, before 
her majefty, all the reports and memorials which were 
daily tran{mitted to him. 

Biron was und joubtedly a man of very great capa- 
city; during his whole adminiftration, the external 
fplendour of the Ruflian empire, and its internal tran- 
quility, announced the wifdom of his meafures; and 
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he fhewed his judgment in employing fuch a ftatef- 
man as Ofterman, and fuch a general as Munich. 

He amaffed an enormous fortune in money and jew- 
els; and on public occafions, his magnificence far ex- 
ceeded the magnificence of the emprefs. 

He had fo long direéted the affairs of a great empire, 
that he could not brook retiring into Courland. He 
accordingly prevailed upon the emprefs, on her death- 
bed, to appoint her great nephew, prince Ivan, her 
fucceflor, and himfelf regent, until the prince had at- 
tained the age of feventeen; and he managed this 
whole tranfaction with fo much art, that he feemed 
only to accept the regency at the earneft requeft and 
recommendation of marfhal Munich, the chancellor 
Ofterman, and the principal Ruffian nobility, as it 
were for the good of the empire, and not to fatisfy his 
own ambition. 

Having thus fecured the regency, to the exclufion 
of Anne, the mother of the young emperor, the firft 
act of his power in that capacity, was to obtain for 
himfelf a clear revenue of 500, 000 * roubles per an- 
num, and the title of imperial highnefs. 

The power which he had thus acquired by in- 
trigue, he attempted to fecure by repeated aéts of ar- 
rogance, perfecution, and cruelty. Piquets were pla- 
ced in the ftreets to prevent commotions. ‘The nu- 
merous {pies which he entertained brought him vague 
accounts of contemptuous expreflions, and ill-formed 
plots. Such numbers were arrefted, that fcarcely a 
day paffed in which perfons fufpected were not im- 
prifoned and tortured in order to force confeffion. 
But inftead of difarming the envy and jealoufy of the 
natives, who were difaffected at being governed by a 
foreigner, he increafed his own unpopuiarity by the 
haughtinefs of his demeanour, and treated even the 


* 100, 0001. according to the value of a rouble of that 
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parents of his fovereign with the moft extreme bruta- 
lity. 

It was natural that prince Anthony Ulric and the 
princefs Anne, the father and mother of the infant 
emperor, fhould be difaffected at being fet afide, and 
a foreigner preferred to the regency ; and Anthony 
Ulric, who was a prince of great {pirit, exprefled 
his difapprobation in the ftrongeft terms even to the 
regent himfelf. 

The duke of Courland fufpeing that the prince 
was forming cabals againft his government, called on 
him early one morning unexpectedly, and without 
being announced ; ‘ Your highnefs,’ he faid, ‘ does 
not deal fairly with me; for you promifed to inform 
me if any difaffected perfons caballed againft me, and 
you now know what intrigues are carrying on againft 
me. £ I know not,’ replied the prince, ¢ that any 
thing is now in agitation which will be detrimental to 
the emperor and the country.’ ¢ I will take care,’ re- 
turned Biron, ‘ to place this empire in fuch a fituation, 
as no other perfon is capable of doing; for I am nei- 
ther deficient in knowledge or in power.’ ‘The nobles 
muft affift you,’ faid the prince, ‘ and you muft all be 
accountable to the emperor.’ ‘ Am I not regent,’ re- 
plied Biron, ‘ with abfolute authority? Such affer- 
tions, fir, may occafion great commotions ; and your 
highnefs muft know, that whenever fations arife, the 
emperor and the country are in danger; and what 
muit be the inevitable confequence, if you and I fhould 
be at variance ?’—* A maffacre!’ returned the prince 
with great warmth, putting at the fame time his hand 
upon his fword. rite 

After much altercation, the prince accufed Biron 
of having forged the teftament and fignature of the 
emprefs; and the duke quitted the apartment with 
thefe words: ‘ This affair, fir, is of fuch importance, 
that it muft be laid before the principal nobility of the 
realm.’ Repairing inftantly to his palace, he fum- 
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moned the cabinet council, the fenate, and the prin- 
cipal nobility, and acquainted them with the converfa- 
tion which had pafled between him and the prince. 
But when the imperial minifter, count Keyferling, 
who was prefent, endeavoured to juftify the prince, 
Bironcalled the prince a liar, who had mifreprefented the 
converfation ; and turning to Keyferling, faid, ‘ We 
want here no advocates, and no lawyer’s quirks ;’ and 
walking up and down the apartment in great agitation 
exclaimed, ¢ Am I a poifoner! or do I contend for the 
throne and the fceptre ? 

The princefs Anne, who had been informed of the 
mifunderftanding, now arriving, he turned to her, and 
explained, with great bitternefs, what had already 
pailed. Anne was exceedingly affected, and appear- 
ed to blame her hufband’s conduct. At length, the 
prince himfelf being fummoned, was prevailed upon 
to attend, and foon afterward made his appearance. 
Being reprimanded by Biron, and by feveral who were 
prefent, in the groffeft terms, his highnefs, at length, 
fubmitted to demand pardon, the tears ftarting from 
his eyes, from this neceflary, but degrading conceflion ; 
and the affair was hufhed up. 

Soon afterwards, the regent fent a meflage by mar- 
fhal Munich, ordering the prince to refign his military 
employments, and not to ftir out of his chamber.— 
But this ftate of things could not laft long. The regent 
at variance with the parents of the emperor, fufpicious 
of plots forming againft him, and detefted by the na- 
tion in general, became agitated and uneafy, felt the 
precarioufnefs of his prefent fituation, paid his court 
“Sth great affiduity to the princefs Elizabeth, and 
feems even to have formed the defign of marrying her 
to the prince, his eldeft fon, and of raifing her, or 
her nephew the duke of Holftein, to the throne of 
Ruffia. He was imprudent enough to declare public- 
ly, that if the princefs Anne was refractory, he would 
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fend her hufband into Germany, and place the duke 
of Holftein on the throne. 

While he was fluctuating concerning his future con- 
duct, and laying plans to remove thofe who gave him 
umbrage, his own ruin came from a powerful quarter 
which he did not expe&t, and was not prepared to re- 
fit. Marfhal Munich, fecretely difpleafed with the 
regent at not being appointed generaliffimo of the Ruf- 
fian forces, fomented the difcontents, awakened the fuf- 
picions of the princefs Anne, and prevailed upon her to 
permit him to arreft the duke of Courland. His offer be- 
ing accepted, he fucceeded in fecuring the perfon of the 
regent, and arrefting him on the 18th of December, only 
twenty days after he had been appointed to the re- 
gency. Lieutenant-colonel Manitein, who was em- 
ployed by Munich on that ‘memorable occafion, and 
and who has related the tranfaction in his authentic 
memoirs, penetrated, at the head of only twenty men in- 
to the palace inhabited by the duke of Courland, though 
guarded by forty foldiers, who were placed under the 
windows of the regent’s bed-chamber, and by nume- 
rous centinels pofted in the feveral apartments through 
which he was to pafs. . Being perfonally known to 
the centinels, they permitted him to pafs, thinking 
that he had an affair of confequence to communicate 
to the regent. Having burft open the door of his bed- 
chamber, he approached the bed in which the duke 
and duchefs were fo faft afleep, that the noife did not 
awaken them. On drawing the curtains, both ftarted 
up in furprife, and the duke inftantly got out of bed 
with an intention to efcape, but was prevented by 
Manftain, who threw himfelf upon him, and held him 
faft till the foldiers came to his affiftance. In this in- 
terval the duke had difengaged himfelf from Manftein, 
and endeavouring to burft from the foldiers who had 
laid hold of his arm, received feveral blows.from. the 
but-ends of their mufkets. Being at Jength thrown 
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down in the floor, his mouth gagged with a handker- 
chief, and his hands tied behind him with an officer’s 
fath, he was led to the guard-room, where, being 
covered with a foldier’s cloak, he was conveyed in a 
carriage to the winter palace, in which the princefs 
Anne Tefided. While he was leading away, the du- 
chefs fprang out of her bed, and though only in her 
fhift, ran after him, fcreaming, in an agony of def- 
pair, into the ftreet, till being forced away by the fol- 
diers, fhe dropped down upon the fnow, and would 
have perifhed with cold, if the captain of the guard 
had not fent for fome clothes to cover her, and recon- 
ducted her to her apartment. 

The next day the duke and his family were conveyed 
to the fortrefs of Schluflelburgh; and in June were 
removed to Pelim, a fmall town in Siberia, where he 
was imprifoned in a wooden houfe under the ftricteit 
confinement. Fortunately he did not long occupy 
this deary prifon. The emprefs Elizabeth had no 
fooner afcended the throne, by the defpofition of Ivan, 
than fhe recalled Biron from his imprifonment ; and if 
his misfortunes had not foftened his vindictive fpirit, 
he enjoyed the pleafure of feeing his enemy, marfhal 
Munich, occupy that prifon which he had juit quitted. 

Biron was transferred to Yaroflaf, where he had a 
comfortable manfion affigned to jhim and his family, 
five roubles a day, and the-permiffion of hunting within 
twenty or thirty miles of Yaroflaf. In this fituation, 
wretched when contrafted with his former dignified 
{tation as the omnipotent favourite of Anne, or as 
regent of Ruffia, but a paradife when compared with 
his prifon at Pelim, he pafled his days during the 
whole reign of Elizabeth. 

On the demife of Elizabeth, Peter the third recalled 
Biron to Peterfburgh, but did not reinftate him in the 
dutchy of Courland. Biron had refuted, during his 
confinement, to refign his right to that dutchy, al- 
though he was offered his liberty, and a penfion of 
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100,000 roubles pet annum ; nor could he be prevailed 
upon by Peter the third to abdicate in favour of the 
duke of Holitein; nobly adding, that nothing fhould 
induce him to do fuch an injury to his family ; but that 
he would prefer even a fecond imprifonment. 

Catharine, foon after the revolution which placed 
her on the throne of Peter the Great, took compaflion 
on his misfortunes, and reftored him to his former 
dignity. 

Biron repaired to Mittau in 1763, twenty-eight years 
after he had been elected duke of Courland, and for 
the firft time fince he had béen raifed to that dignity. 
Prince Charles of Saxony, although fupported by a 
large party in Courland, yet receiving no affiftance from 
his father Auguftus the third, was compelled to retire 
before the Ruffian forces; and Biron received thé 
oaths of allegiance and fidelity from the whole nation. 

In 1764, he obtained from the king and tepublic of 
Poland the inveftiture of Courland for his eldeft fon 
Peter, the prefent duke; in 1769, abdicated in his 
favour ; and, in 1772, clofed at Mittau, in the eighty- 
third year of his age, a life of almoft unparalleled 
viciffitude. 





Since you have been in place, faid M. de Gramonit 
to the chancellor d’Agueffeau, fince that time, with 
the knowledge you have of the maneuvres and the 
chicanery of men, have you never thought of a method 
of preventing chicaneries, and abridging procefies.— 
Without doubt, I have thought cf it, ahfwered the 
- magiftrate, and I even thought of it fo ferioufly, as to 
begin to write. But when I refleéted on the great num- 
ber of agents, advocates, and their dependants, whom 
this regulation would ruin, compaffion made the pen 
fall out of my hands 
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William and Nancy. A Ballad. 


I, 
Wauust on her failor’s breaft, reclin’d 
The beauteous Nancy mourn’d, 
The jolly tar, with truth fincere, 
Rebuk’d each unavailing tear, 
_ Yet every kifs return’d. 
“ O William let me go with thee, 
(The fweet bewailer cry’d) 
Let me with thee dear youth repofe, 
Share all thy tran{ports, all thy woes, 
“ And be thy bonny bride.” 
II. 


*T was not a welcome breeze that then 
Could real rapture prove ; 
*T was not fweet friendthip’s mirthful voice, 
When round the flip the tars rejoice, 
But ’twas the teit of love. 
Whilft wave on wave their courfe purfu’d, 
And bore the thip amain : 
What pleafure did not William feel, 
What charms did Nancy not reveal, 
*T was blifs that brav’d decay. 


One fatal night——the frightful ftorm 

Tore William from her arms ; 

The rattlins felt his eager hand 

When up the fhrouds he fought command, 
To quell its rude alarms! 

She faw him venture on the yard, 

Yet fcorn’d the to bewail ; 
Dauntlefs, fhe view’d the briny wave 
The mainmaft thake, the rigging lave, 

And tear the {welling fail ! 

IV. 
Bold William fpied her on the deck, 

And chear’d her with a finile ; 

Vol. VI. t T 
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But Oh! a-harder, keener blaft, 

His poor exhaufted foul o rercatt ; ; 
He view’d his fate. the while : 

A whirlwind fore’d him from the yard, 
And plung’d him in the main! 

Nancy beheld with frantic fear, 

“ And now (the cry’d) my life, my dear, 
T'll follow thee again.” 

V. 


William, emerging from the deep, 
A tar (his friend) furvey’d ; 

But how were friendthip’s woes expreft, 

When Nancy, on her failor’s breatt, 
His timely help delay’d. 

But William ail *d the clofe. embrace, 
The dawn of hope was nigh ; 

A refuge in his friend-he found ; ; 

A rope had grafp’d his arm around, 
And wav’d his deftiny. 


VI. 
The winds were huth’d, when fafe on board, 
All hail’d the refeu’d pair ; 
The rofe once more, on Nancy’s face, 
Difpell’d the lily’s fickly grace, 
And bloffom’d in a tear. 
The jolly crew now crowd the wait, 
Brifk gales their joys approve, 
William his tender hopes confefs, 
And Nancy’s lips receive the prefs 
Of unextinguith’d love. 


The Violet and the Rofe, by Bendetto. Menzini. 


Attar la rofa 
Vaga, amorofa 
Loda per lo fplendor di fua belta; 
Ma la viola 
Certo che fola 
Ricca di piu bel pregio ella fen va, 
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Se languidetta 
In full’ erbetta 
Le fue pallide fogfie all’aura apri, 
Quel fuo pallore 
Segno e d’ un core, cts 
Che per piaga amorofa illanguidi. 


Orni il fuo crine 


Di pe orine 
Rofe in mezzo a’ bicchier la gioventi ; 
Che degli amanti 
A’ triltr’ pianti, 
Bella viola, il caro fior Tei tu. 
[4 tranflation is requefed.] 
ee 
Lines written on a Gaming Table. 


To gild o’er av’rice with a fpecious name, 
To fuffer torment, while for fport yop game ; 
Time to reverfe, and order to defy, 
To make your temper fubject to a dye ; 
To curfe your fate, for each unlucky throw, 
Your region, fenfe, and prudence to forego ; 
To call each aid infernal to your part, 
To fit with anxious eyes, and aching heart, 
And fortune, time, and health, to throw away, 
Is what our modern. men of tafte call pray. 93 
M. G. 


An Advice to the Fair. 


Come then Reserve !—yet from thy train, 
Banith contempt aind*cold difaain ; 
O teach the Fair thé magic art, 
To aé the’ decent diftant part ; 
To hufband* well their complaifance ; 
Nor let e’en’ Wit too far advance ; 
But o’er each charm the faireft own, 
Be fiill a graeeful umbrage thrown, 
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eee _- ____ _________)] 
On Love. 


Love is produced from a delicate union of phyfical 
wants, and moral fentiments ;. its firft effect is to fubmit 
the ftronger fex to the weaker. 

The lover conquers, by appearing to be fubdued ; and 
his miftrefs finds, in the neceflity of defending herfelf, a 
plaufible reafon for arbitrary fway ; and from the fears of 
virgin modefty, arifes the moft decided fuperiority. Arm- 
ed at firft with cruelty, to difcourage hope, fhe continues 
rigorous to prove his conftancy, and, with wonderful ad- 
drefs, in the fame inftant, will excite defire and imprefs 
refpect. Ever attentive to protract her defeat, even when 
it is moft defired; ever inclined to facilitate the means, 
even when fhe moft fears the accomplifhment ; the exer- 
cifes on her fafcinated lover, all that powerful afcendancy, 
which refults from the united charms of wit, caprice, and 
beauty ; one moment difpiriting him with denials, the 
next encouraging him by kindnelfs :—TIn fine, trying every 
method to prolong the combat, rather than retire from 
danger; fhe at length arrives at the fummit of female do- 
minion, and becomes more dear to her lover by the very 
obftacles fhe places in the way of his happinefs. = 

Love communicates to the foul an incomprehenfible 
mixture of force and weaknefs. 

The greateft difficulties cannot daunt the lover who is 
animated by the charms of his miiftrefs; yet the flighteft 
rigour is fufficient to drive him to defpair. 

In the wide round of this extenfive ball, nothing truly 
interefts love, fave the object beloved. 

Love, were it only founided on the qualities of the 
mind, would leave the paffions to ftagnate, and fenfe muft 
degenerate into apathy. Were it only attached to the 
exterior beauties of perfon, the moft delicate {prings of the 
heart would relax; and a thoufand fenfations, as tender 
as they are rational, would be loft to the lover. 

Real love, then, is equally engaged by moral beauties 
and phyfical attractions: It is tender and impaffioned, re- 
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fpe&tful and ardent, delicate and impetuous, fighing after 
enjoyment, but wifhing only to obtain it by fentiment, 
It may (and perhaps ought to) be enterprifing. But true 
love feeks not exclufively its own happmedfs ; becaufe, to 
render a lover happy, that happinefs muft be reciprocal. 

In the midft of mankind, a lover is, alone, unconcerned 
in the buftle of human affairs; from the moment he truly 
loves, he is no longer merely a man; he is more,—he is a lo- 
ver! To the obje& beloved, every thought is connected, 
every action affimilates. His folitary walks are to think un- 
interruptedly of his miftrefs ; his frequent ftops and paufes, 
proceed from the fame thoughts, more dignified, more fub- 
limated. 

“We muft credit the lover for many virtues. Love fup- 
pofes him poffeit of all! 

In faét, none but a generous and noble foul is fufcep- 
tible of a fentiment fo pure, fo difinterefted, fo celeftial : 
It neceflarily implies a refined tafte, and fuperior judge- 
ment, to love a beautiful and virtuous woman, and to fuc- 
ceed in pleafing: How effential is it nearly to refemble 
her! So a lover is at once brave, fufceptible, tender, hu- 
mane, and generous. The {weet paflion with which he is 
infpired, contributes to elevate and develope thofe fine 


qualities ; and infenfibly confers a greater energy on their 
action and effects. 

Sterne has very prettily faid of himfelf, that “ if ever 
he thould be capable of a mean: or ge action it 


mutt be in the interval between two te 


er paflions,” 
M, 


New Invention. 


R iG CHINE. 


In the progrefs of improvements, many objeéts that are 
at firft view, of feemingly little importance, receive amend- 
ments, which contribute their fhare in rendering the cir- 
cumftances of the people more eafy, and their exertions 
more vigorous ; and of courfe thefe contribute, in a very 
confiderable degree, to augment the national profperity. 
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Yn this clafs may be’ tanked the invention which noi 
claims Gur ‘attention. The expence Of ruling ‘a ‘fet of 
Books ‘to a merthant, does not feem‘to be an‘ objeé& of 
inuch importance to him; yet if all the money laid out 
on this fingle “article, in one year, within the ifland ‘of 
Britain, was atcurfulated into one, it would amount to an 
aftonifhing fum. The whole of this fum may now be’ pla- 
céd to the ‘account of national economy; for the propri- 
etor of this invention, actually fells books, ruled in any 
manner that can be defired, at the fame price that the 
paper alone, of which thefe books confift, would have coft 
im any ftationer’s thop. 

Before this invention was knowp, the ruling of a mer- 
chant’s books, uftally coft about as much-as the paper: In 
fome cafes, jt amounted to more than twice that fum. Now, 
the whole of this expence may be avoided, gnd a faving, of 
from’ohe to two hundred per cent. be made upon this ar- 
title. . Nor is this‘all; the work is much more neéatly’and 
accurately performed, than it ufed to be when done by 
the hard, fo that the whole appears more elegant, and 
pleafing to the eye, than it otherwife would have been. 

‘ Not only are the red or black ink lmes drawn upon’ the 
paper‘in’ any number or form that ‘hall be- required ;~but 
alfo, if ‘defiréd, faint’ lines, refembling thofe made’ with'a 
leaden pencil, are drawn acrofs the paper, to keep the 
Fines of writing équally diftant - from “each - other, and 
ftraight. “Thefe alfo are drawn with fuch exaé precifion, 
as far to’ exceed, in beauty, any thing ufually done with 
the hand, and without any additional charge, 

Nothing makes writing appear to fo much advantage, as 
an exact uniformity in the fize of eyery letter, and in the 
diitance between every line. For thefe reafons, I cannot 
help confidering this, as a very.great aid to teachers of 
writing, whofe icholars, if furnifhed with paper thus ruled, 
either for text, half text, or fingle lines, will’ foonér exhi- 
bit beautiful fpecimens of: writing,‘ than’ others ‘who’ are 
deprived of this aid. ar 
“Oni thefe ‘accounts, this fimple invéntion’ may be’ tatiked 
among thofe of'the ufeful, though not of the moft brilliant 
kidd, “Its ccconomical effects will be fo univerfally’ diffu. 
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fed. among all ranks, that.it.will not, to a, fuperficial ob- 
ferver, be of great.magnitude, A pin alfo, is a fnall object, 
nor does the value of thofe employed, by any, one perfon, 
at.a time, amount to a great fym; but.the fum total, ex- 
pended on this article, in a courfe of, years, exceeds the 
value of all, the diamonds in the world, though one dia- 
mond, when confidered by itfelf, may appear. to be of 
much greater. confequence, than perhaps all, the pins that 
ever were, made. 

It is by no means certain, however, if. Mr Ainilie can 
claim_the fole_ merit of this imyention ; for Abbe Maruaz, 
in his travels in Italy, mentions, that an, invention, of this 
fort, was then practifed, I think, at Rome; and a, perfon 
in London, has, I believe, practifed fomething of the fame 
kind, But, it.is of no confequence to the buyer, who was 
the original, inventor; his only bufinefs is to know who 
itis that can. fupply him beft, and, cheapeft, with the ar; 
ticles he has occafion for; nor does it feem to be_poflible 
for him to get this article at a lower price, than—nothing. 


Orient rehiteure. 


A centteman in India, wh6*has lately vifited the tombs 
at Surat, which have been fo often taken notice of by tra- 
vellers for the magnificence of their architeéture, has Brith. 
ed, it is faid, an’ elegant model of this fingular ftruéture, 
which exhibits the whole at one view, and ‘is efteemed a 
CHEF D’OEUvRE in its kind, by all who have feen it. 

The artift, not-content with merely delineating thefe 
ebjects, has alfo entered into a {cientific difquifition on the 
nature of the architecture there employed,—He is decided- 
ly of opinion, that thefe “tombs belong to an order of 
architecture totally different from the five weil known orders, 
and, which he has dignified with the name of the OxrenTau 
Composite; being compofed.of parts taken from the Gothic 
and Saracenic, between which, he fays, there is a manifeit 
diftinGion, 

His difquifition further pretends to prove the great anti- 
quity of Hindoftanie architeCture ; and he thinks its uniformi,- 
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ty very defervedly merits the name of a diftinét order, and 
even imagines it the mother of a// the reft. 

Thus far our communication from India, which is lefs fa- 
tisfaftory then could be wifhed: When the model arrives 
in Britain which there is reafon to hope it will do, and 
when the differtation refpecting it thall be publithed, con- 
noiffeurs will be better able to judge of the probability of 
thefe conjeCtures, than from the imperfe& notice of it above 
given, which appears to be in fome refpects imperfe@, or 
inconfiftent; for if the architecture at the tombs of Surat, 
be compounded of the Gothic and Saracenic, it would 
feem that this can only be of modern date: Nor can thiscom 
pofite order be that which is called the Hindofanic archi- 
te€ture, which is fuppofed to be the mother of all the orders 
of architeCture that have appeared in Europe. Perhaps 
this general bias among men, to derive one ftile of archi- 
tecture from another, becaufe of fome refemblance that may 
be traced between them, is not well founded. The ob- 
jets, from whence they have been all evidently derived, 
are to be met with every where ; and the application of them 
to the conftruction of buildings, is fo obvious, and their ar- 
rangement, in their fimpleft fate, fo natural, that I can fee 


ey eyo in fuppofing that many different nations, 


which had no communication with each other, might have 
thus at firft employed them; and that accident, fancy, and 
whim, might have produced the feveral varieties that exit, 
without imitations from one another. 


Parliamentary Proceedings. 


Slave Trade,—continued from p. 88. 
Friday, April 8. . 

Mr Wilberforce, previous to the motion he meant te 
make on a future day, relative to the flave trade, recom- 
mended to the members to confider with attention, the 
evidence that had been produced before the committee, 
an abftra&t of which, he intimated, was now preparing, 


which, he hoped, would facilitate that enquiry. 
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He gave intimation, that when the bufinefs came on, 
he meant to move, briefly, for the entire and total aboli- 
tion of the flave trade: 

Lord Carhampton faid, the horiourable gentleman had 
fpoken fo low that he had not heard him, and withed he 
would explain precifely, the nature of his motion. , 

Mr Wilberforce repeated what he had faid. 

Lord Carbampton thought it was expedient the Houf. 
thould know that there had been infurre@ions in Domini. 
ca. ‘The flaves had conceived an idea, that the gov ernor 
had the authority of Pasliament, and of Maffa king Wi. 
berfurce, for a regulation, by which they would not be ob 
liged to work more than three days in the week, and b 
paid two fhillings a-day ; and the other three days were 
to be helidays om. He faid their defign had been 
to cut the throats of all the white inhabitants, at a given 
hour, at fupper, and to poffefs themfelves of the ifland ; 
but this commotion had been, with difficulty, quelled. Hi: 
Lordithip faid, it was proper it thould be known that this 
had been one of the efleas of the honourable gentleman’s ill 
judged philanthropy. 

Mr Wilberforce rejoiced to hear the infurreAion had 


been fuppreffed. He was convinced that the meafures 
about to be adopted on the fubject, initead of railing in 
furreclions, would tend to quell them. 

Some others attempting to fpeak, the fpeaker ftopped 
them, by oblerving the converfation was irregular, and 
contrary to order:—Here the bufinefs was di ropped till 


Monday, Apri 


When the Houfe having refolved igo into a commit- 
tee on the flave trade, Sir Wiliam Dolben in the chair, 

Mr Wilberforce opened this important bufinets, in a 
fpeech which laited from five o’clock until pa‘t nine. 
This, } he faid, was certainly a very awful and critical mo 
ment. They had at la‘t met to determine what had been 
& long while in agitation ; and he was ext: ‘emely anxious 
to convince both the Houfz and the public, that he had 
not undertaken the bufinefs from any perfonal motives. 
He had refufed to give up a purfuit that was neither ap 


Vol. VI. U 
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juft nor impolitic: Being formerly perfuaded he had en- 
gaged in a righteous caufe, no confideration on earth, ei- 
ther could, or ought to induce him to abandon it. He was 
fully determined never to forfake the fubje¢t till he had 
completely accomplithed it. 


The manner in which flaves are obtained. 


Mr Wilberforce faid, that the manner in which flaves 
were procured on the African coait, could, in no refpea& 
whatever, be juftified: That it appeared, by the ftrongett 
teftimony, that the trade of felling their fubjeéts, was car- 
ried on, not from any natural law in their realms, but 
merely from the allurements held out by the Britith mer- 
chants, who, without confidering on what grounds the ven- 
der fold, bought the goods; and thus converted a whole 
race of their fellow creatures, who were borm free, into a 
fet of miferable flaves. 

Mr Wilberforce faid, he thould bégin with the river Se- 
negal, the moft northerly part of Africa. Here captain 
Wilfon of the royal navy, Captain Dalrymple and Captain 
Hills, who all had the beft means of information, agreed 
in teftifying, that the chiefs in thefe diftriéts, fent out 
armed parties, at the approach of the evening, who feized 
on certain perfons who were afterwards fold-as flaves, and 
fent in chains on board the fhips. This prattice prevail- 
ed only when flave fhips were on the coaft, and at no 
other feafon. The fame thing prevailed on the river 
Gambia. He then adduced a great many particular in- 
{tances of the molt fhocking barbarity and breach of faith, 
in this refpe¢t, that had come out on evidence before the 
committee, which itrongly evidenced the truth of his pro- 
pofition. 

When the common mode of obtaining flaves did not 
prove effeétual, it was ulual, he faid, to go among them, 
furnifhed with a quantity of brandy, and gunpowder, ip 
order to incite thele poor wretches to go to war, to obtain 
as flaves, thofe who fhould be taken prifoners, and to drive 
a trade of carnage and defolation. It would be found 
that the fame modes of taking flaves prevailed about Si- 
erra Leona; where their houies were burnt, their corns 
deftroyed, and every thing marked the forrow and diftrefs 
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of the inhabitants. Mr How, the botanift, gave evi- 
dence, that the chiefs fent out a party, who brought in 
men, women, and children: That next morning fome of 
them were redeemed, and others carried on board flave 
fhips. He took notice of the great number of children 
carried from the coaft, amounting to a fourth, fometimes 
to a third of the cargo. One of the witneffes had decla:- 
red, that there was no other way by which children could 
be made flaves, but by their parents having been condem- 
ned for witchcraft. ‘The number of the people condem- 
ned for this fuppofed crime, he faid, was very fmall; fo 
that not one fourth part of the children could be thus ob- 
tained ; they could, therefore, be obtained only by force, 
He remarked farther, on this head, that the Weft India 
gentlemen, themfelves, admitted that their flaves were ob- 
tained in the manner he had ftated. 

Mr Wilberforce thowed, at great length, the manifold 
abufes that were introduced into the governments of 
Africa, by the operation of thefe principles, and the mi- 
ferable confequences to the people. He next animadvert- 
ed on the evidence given by thofe few who had denied 
the exiftence of fuch practices and enormities, endeavour- 
ing to imprefs the Houfe with an idea, that their minds 
mutt have been hardened by long habits, and their under- 
ftandings: perverted. Mr Barnes, he obferved, faid, 
when examined before the committee, that he knew no- 
thing of kidnapping ; he knew nothing of the adulteration 
of wene ; and yet he had been a@ flave trader, and is a wine 
merchant : This was a kind of mercantile logic which a- 
mounted, at leaft in Africa, to one fimple fact; they never 
enquire how the flave has been obtajned, when they pur- 
chafe him. It was a grand maxim, Mr Wilberforce faid, 
never to enquire into the right of a perfon who has flaves 
to fell. Profit was their objeét, and they cared not by 
what means that was obtained. [Familiarifed to fuch 
fcenes, compaflion and humanity were unknown to their 
feelings ; and all was fair in their mind’s eye, that tended 
to make money. Such deeds, fo foul, fo difgraceful to hu- 
man nature, had too long been permitted. Whole coun- 
tries were laid wafte, villages burned, fields of corn de- 
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ftreyed, end numbers of men, women, and children fwept 
from off the face of the earth: For what? To feed the 
avarice of flave merchants. ‘The inference he drew from 
all this, was, that the evidence of fuch men was not to be 
put in competition with that of unprejudiced perfons, who 
had no intereft to miflead them. 

He next took notice, that the depredations were not 
confined to the African princes alone; thefe depredations 
were often made on the coait, by the flave captains them- 
felves. In proof of this, he took notice, that while flave 
thips were on the coaft, the natives were in perpetual 
alarm, and would not appreach them without the greateit 
caution and ditlidence; whereas, with refpeét to kings 
thips, they were, at all times, forward in giving every af- 
fiitance in their power; came on board without the fmall- 
eit timidity, from a confcioufnefs that no improper advanta- 
ges would ever be taken of them there. After many other 
obfervations, of a fimilar tendency, Mr Wilberforce conclu- 
ded this branch of his fubje¢t, by remarking, that the mode 
of obtaining ilaves, carried every where alarm and danger 
its path was marked with carnage, and it left nothing but 
monuments of ruin and defolation behind it; he therefore 
trufted the committee would be of one mind, and one voice, 
on this fubject. 

He next adverted to the circumftances of their paflage 
to the Weft Indies. Thefe unfortunate people were 
crowded ‘together in fhips, lying one upon another, in a 
fmall fpace, and that in a climate the moft fultry. He 
wanted words to exprefs, in a fufficient manner, his fenfe 
of the accumulated miferies, under which they there la- 
boured. Thefe fufferings are ftrongly marked by the 
phrafe which is employed, when they throw themfelves 
overboard ; they are ‘faid to have “ Efcaped. ” To efiectu- 
ute this purpole, every opportunity is fought, every artifice 
is ftudied ; Time is watched, and invention racked, in or- 
der to obtain death, the lait refuge of mifery. The flave 
who is fo hap»y as to fucceed in his purpofe, exults in the 
agonies of death, fmiles amidit the convulfions of ftruggling 
nature, and holds up, with defperate effort, his expiring 
arms, to witnefs the tranfport of efcape from mifery, and 
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the triumph which he has obtained, over the avarice and 
cruelty of his perfecutors. He then painted, with great 
force of colouring, the miferable ftate, in which they 
were put, by being fo clofe packed up in a fultry and con- 
tagious atmofphere ; in a climate to which they were 
unaccuftomed, and in a fituation, where they had neither 
room to lie, nor itir, which drove them to fuch a flate of 
defpair. 

When they are fo carefully watched, as to prevent 
them from e/caping over board, he faid, they ftill attempt- 
ed to effectuate that efeape, by the only other means that 
was in their power, that of refufing to take any fuftenance ; 
and thus ftarving themfelves to death. But here again, 
ingenuity was exerted, to prevent them from thus o)tain- 
ing reft. He mentioned a gentleman who denied that 
he had ever held a hot coal to a flave’s mouth, to compel 
him to eat; but, by fo doing, he forgot the maxim, 

Qui facit per alienum, facit per fe: 
For when he was afked, whether he had ever held a burn- 
ing coal, and a yam, to a flave’s mouth, and compelled 
him to eat; his anfwer was, “ I did not; and I defy any 
perfon to prove that I did.” Did you ever order any o- 
ther perfon to do it? “ That is another matter. I was 
told, when I was fick in my cabin, that one of the flaves 
was fulky, and would neither eat, drink, nor fpeak. I de- 
fired the perfon to go and enquire the reafon of his fi- 
lence. He ftill, however, remained filent, and I ordered 
the chief mate, and furgeon, to carry him a yam and a red 
hot coal, and to let him take his choice. He took the 
yam.” This was eating by dureff, indeed, if any thing 
was, and the red hot coal overcame him. 


The Situation of the Negroes on their own Coaft. 


Mr Wilberforce reprefented the fituation of negroes in 
Africa, as being very different from that which has been 
held out to the public by dealers in flaves. They lived 
in their own country, he faid, in a peaceable and happy 
manner: Even thofe who were in the fituation of flaves, 
were mere vaffals, and not liable to be fold, or even pu- 
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nifhed. They gave us an idea of the patriarchal ages ; 
for they fat down to eat and drink with their matters. 
Thefe people lived in comfort and happinefs, and were 
treated with mildnefs by their mafters, before the Euro- 
peans funk them into all the wretchednefs and diftrefs 
that he had defcribed. They were tenacious of their li- 
perty, as we are; and no man was punifhed, by being 
made a flave, unlefs he was tried and condemned by his 
own clan; which clan, from its conftitution, made fuch a 
trial, a trial by his peers. Under what pretexts can we 
make inroads upon thefe people; deftroy their peace ; 
traffic away whole tribes ; {match the father from his fa- 
mily, the mother from her infants, or the children from 
their parents ?—There is an all-wife Being, at whofe tri- 
bunal alone, that point can be cleared up. 


Safety of the Weft India Iflands. 


Mr Wilberforce obferved, that an opinion prevailed, that 
the flave trade was neceflary for the fafety of the Wet 
India iflands; but if he fhould fucceed in proving that the 
abolition of the flave trade, inftead of being pernicious, 
would be highly ufeful, he fhould think all would be of 
one mind, and this, he hoped he thould be able to do. 

He here entered at large into the argument, whether 
the negro population in the Welt India iflands, could be 
kept up without any importation of flaves from Africa, 
and fhowed, from a variety of confiderations, that it might 
not only be kept up, but that under proper management, 
they might even increafe. He thowed, that they actual- 
ly do increafe at prefent, where they are properly treated. 
He alfo enumerated, at confiderable length, the circum- 
ftances that tend to retard the increafe of negroes in the 
Welt Indies. The abfence of the owners, and the feve- 
rity of young and wrong-headed overfeers ; the fcanty al- 
lowance of food; the quantity of labour exatted, which 
fometimes exceeded the ftrength of the negroes ; the ne- 
gle&t to their morals, and the general inattention that pre- 
vailed in the Weft Indies to the circumftance of breeding 
negroes, were among the principal caufes that had hither- 
to retarded the population. 
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He next adverted to the evidence that had been given 
in favours of the continuation of the flave trade, and fhow- 
ed that many of the witneffes had given unqualified gene- 
ral affertions, that were contradi¢ted by facts they fhould 
have known, but clearly overlooked. A governor of one of 
the Weft India iflands had been afked, if a white man was 
liable to fuffer death if he killed a negro flave? which he, 
without hefitation, anfwered, with certainly ; yes: yet it was 
certain, that at the time he was governor, the only puniih- 
ment was a fine of L. 150 currency, for that crime; and 
in fome of the other iflands, only one tenth of that fum was 
exacted. Other of the witnefles, whofe evidence tool: in 
a {pace of thirty or forty years, had afferted, that the fitua- 
tion of the negroes, had always been as good as it poflibly 
could be; yet they had, on other occafions, owned, that 
their fituation had been greatly meliorated of late. Others 
contended that the fituation of negroes in the iflands was 
fo favourable, that they did not fo much as defire to have 
freedom; that they could enjoy a pecul/ium of their own, 
and might, if they pleafed, provide for old age. Yet it 
was univerfally allowed, that whenever a negro could ac- 
quire any money, he loft fight of every other object, but 
that of procuring his own freedom, or that of fome other 
perfon whom he more valued. The old and infirm thus 
laid out their lait fhilling to procure a freedom, of which 
their infirmities prevented them from being able to avail 
themfelves, and by this means they were reduced to want. 
A father fometimes gave his all to purchafe the freedom 
of his fon, thus voluntarily refigning all profpeét of enjoy- 
ment, for his few remaining days, that his defcendant might 
have a more lafling tenure of the bleffings of liberty. 
Were thefe proofs of their being contented with their lot? 

He next took notice of the general decreafe in the pro- 
portional importation of flayes, that had taken place as 
their fituation had been meliorated in the Weft Indies. All 
parties agreed, that they had been more mildly treated of 
laté years, than at former periods; and that this change 
had gradually taken place, and the proportional importa- 
tion’ had decreafed accordingly. In Jamaica, from the 
year 1698 to 1730, the general decreafe was eftimated, 
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from the number imported, to have been, during that pe- 
riod, at the rate 34 percent. From 1730 to 1755 the 
decreafe was leffened to 2+ per cent. From 1755 to 1768 
it had been reduced to 1} per cent; And during the lait 
twenty years, it has not exceeded one per cent. Mr Wil- 
berforce went farther, and faid, that fince 1781 or 1782, 
the negroes in Jamaica were a¢tually on the increaf-; and 
that the decreafe only took place among thofe who were 
newly imported. 

He next mentioned particular inftances of a rapid in- 
ercafe. One gentleman who began with 200 flaves, found 
them, without any frefh purchafes, at the end of thirty 
years, to be soo. A negro fhip was ftranded at St Vin- 
ccnts ; and though they had to keep upa continual war with 
the natives, thefe were found, in a few years, to amount to 
3000. He de nied that even the maroons im Jamaica were 
decreafing. In 1749 they were numbered, and found to 
contain 150 men able to bear arms. They have now 330 
men actually in arms. 

He next fhowed, from a variety faéts, that this trade was 
higly prejudicial to the Britith navyt Out of 12,000 fa- 
men employed im this trade, 2000 die annually: W tevens, 
in the Weit India tradc, and in the ficet in the Weft Indi.s, 
confifting of 7000 men, not above 118 annually die. 

After many othr obfervations, tending to fhow that the 
general trade of the nation would be benefited initcad of 
being hurt; and that the individuals who age at prefent 
engaged in it, could eafily find other branches of trade, in 
which they could engage with a greater certainty of profit ; 
he of courfe inferred that it was forthe intereit of all par- 
ties concerned, that this trade fhould be annihilated. He 
concluded this long and ahimated fpeech with moving; 
‘ That the chairman be direfted to move for leave to 
bring ina bill, to prevent the farther importation of Afri- 
can negroes into the Britifh colonies and plantations,” 


[The remainder of this debate in a future numb:+.] 





